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Bingham Believed Outside U.S, 


SAN FRANCISCO, Sept. 1 
(AP) — Federal officials said 
today they have reason to be- 
lieve Stephen M. Bingham, 
charged with five counts of 
murder in the Aug. 21 San 
Quentin Prison violence, has 
left California— possibly for 
Canada or Cuba. 

He’s been to Canada on sev- 
eral occasions from where he’s 
gone to Cuba. He’s certainly 
not in California — at least not 
that we know of,” said UJS. 
Atty. James L. Browning. 

Marin County district attor- 
ney Bruce Bales filed a mur- 
der complaint in San Rafael 
against Bingham on Tuesday 
which charged that the 29- 
year-old lawyer, scion of an il- 
lustrious New England politi- 
cal family, smuggled a gun to 
Soledad Brother George Jack- 
son shortly before Jackson 


pulled a gun on guards. A mu- 
nicipal court judge issued a 
no-bail warrant for Bingham’s 
arrest. 

Jackson, 29, was killed by 
tower guards in what prison 
officials described as an abor- 
tive escape attempt. Bingham 
is charged with the murders 
of the five others who died in 
the violence — three guards 
and two inmates. 

The FBI launched a nation- 
wide search for Bingham 
today after a U.S. magistrate 
signed a federal fugitive war- 
rant for. his arrest. He also 
signed a complaint charging 
Bingham with unlawful flight 
to avoid prosecution. 

In an affidavit accompany- 
ing the complaint, an FBI 
agent said the state office of 
criminal identification and in- 
vestigation “has made all rea- 


sonable and diligent efforts to 
locate Bingham in California 
without success.” 

The affidavit said Bingham 
had not been seen in Califor- 
nia since Aug. 21 and that an 
examination of U.S. State De- 
partment records showed he 
has a valid passport. 

A federal source disclosed 
that Marin County authorities 
have received an unconfirmed 
report that Bingham was seen 
with another individual in 
Wisconsin after the violence 
— possibly enroute to Canada. 

Federal officials said that if 
there were reasons to believe 
Bingham was in Canada, the 
FBI would ask the Royal Ca- 
nadian Mounted Police to help 
locate him. 

Since the United States has 
no diplomatic relations with 


Cuba, finding him there would 
be difficult. . 

Bales said Bingham was the 
last and only person to visit 
Jackson Aug. 21 and “there 
was no other way George 
Jackson cpuld have obtained 
the death gun except through 
his visit with attorney Stephen 
Bingham.” 

He said exidence he ob- 
tained over the weekend, 
which he refused to discuss, 
“appears to rule out the un- 
knowing or innocent transport- 
ing of the gun into the prison 
by Bingham.” / 

Bales said the “sudden and 
complete disappearance” of 
Bingham after the violence 
was not insignificant. He also 
said: “We expect to locate him 
but how soon and where is un- 
known.” 


